
Council of Communication Associations  

September 12, 2011 

MINUTES 

 

Attendees: 

 American Journalism Historians Association (AJHA) 

Fred Blevens, Past President, AJHA, Florida International University 

 Association for Business Communication (ABC) 

Jim Dubinsky, Executive Director, ABC; Virginia Tech University 

 Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication (AEJMC) 

Association of Schools of Journalism & Mass Communication (ASJMC) 

Linda Steiner, President, AEJMC 

 Black College Communication Association (BCCA) 

Barbara Hines, Howard University 

 Broadcast Education Association  (BEA) 

Greg Newton, VP Academic Affairs, BEA, Ohio University 

Heather Birks, (CCA ED) Executive Director, BEA 

 International Communication Association (ICA)  

Patrice M. Buzzanell, (CCA Chair) Past President, ICA, Purdue University 

Cynthia Stohl, President-Elect, ICA 

Michael Haley, Executive Director, ICA 

 National Communication Association (NCA) 

Betsy Bach, Associate Director, NCA Headquarters 

 Guests:  
o Wendy Leeds-Hurwitz, Center for Intercultural Dialogue, Micro-Grants Project 

(Call-in) 

o Concetta Seminara, T&F, ABComS   

 

 

Call to Order & Introductions – Patrice Buzzanell, Chair  

Call to order at 9:30 am 

-  Introductions 

-  Approval of Agenda (Betsy Bach) 

- Acceptance of minutes of March 7, 2011 

 

The Center for Intercultural Dialogue (CID) – Wendy Leeds-Hurwitz 

 

The goal is to interconnect in the global knowledge economy. One of the functions with this 

center is to create points of connection and the website. Right now, there are no financial costs, 

but there is Wendy’s and others’ time.  Wendy has been travelling to create greater 

interconnections world-wide and has received a gracious welcome by all sites. The future goal is 

to obtain grant funding, and then pay for a scholar’s first international visit via microgrants 

distributed through the CID, taking advantage of interconnections through CCA. 

Question from Cynthia Stohl about the perceived need for US organizations to connect 

internationally, and Wendy agreed that it was essential since international collaborations are 

common, but often without the US (EU member states or Europe and Asia mostly). Cynthia has 

heard about exciting research happening in other parts of the world and is interested in becoming 

part of collaborative teams.  

Other connections: 

-  National Coalition for Dialogue and Deliberation.  Link on the website.  



Wendy hears mostly from international associations but not as much US based associations. 

- World Journalism Education Conference. (WJEC) would be a good connection and then next 

meeting is in Brussels in the summer of 2013. 

-ABC—conferences next year in The Netherlands and Seoul, Korea. Would Wendy want to 

come? ABC will send dates and Wendy will check if she can.  

A question was asked about whether Wendy knew about the Center for Intercultural New Media 

Research, directed by Bob Shuter. He and Wendy have met at length. His center can be a 

resource for future international collaborations and collaborative groups. He has been successful 

in getting a lot of people signed up for his Center, and Patrice pointed out that he is inviting 

people and giving them a special title, which is attractive. Very specific agenda—research 

astonishing number of international intercultural journals and associations. New Zealand and 

Australia are bringing in many Americans. Connect with Shiv Ganesh—he has the CID’s link on 

his department’s home page. 

 

CCA’s 501(c)(3) Status – Patrice Buzzanell and Heather Birks 

The 501c3 application has been sent to the IRS and we are waiting for confirmation.  Generally, 

the IRS sends the main contact follow-up questions before the process and application can be 

accepted or denied.  For continuity purposes, Heather would be willing to continue to be the 

contact and administrator of 501c3. 

 

Most foundations want tax ID number so Wendy is delayed until the process is done. At some 

point, Wendy is going to need funding for running the Center. The Center should be in the 

budget, according to Wendy.  Wendy lets individual post their own researcher profiles, or send 

them to her for posting to the website.  There has never has been a face-to-face CID advisory 

board meeting, although the group holds email discussions every 6 months. 

 

Best Practices in Fair Use for Scholarly Research in Communication – Michael Haley 

Members discussed CCA’s involvement and/or adoption of Fair Use best practices.  Pat 

Aufderheide, American University began this initiative.  Michael would like to have the CCA 

member associations adopt the Fair Use policy, if not, have CCA involved.  Lots of work has 

already been done and congressional work still needs to be done.  The first page of document on 

ICA website lists what it is, and is not.  ICA also does pre-conferences on this topic. 

 

Synopsis of the code of Best practices:  

“This document is a code of best practices that helps U.S. communication scholars to interpret 

the copyright doctrine of fair use. Fair use is the right to use copyrighted material without 

permission or payment under some circumstances—especially when the cultural or social 

benefits of the use are predominant. It is a general right that applies even in situations where the 

law provides no specific authorization for the use in question. This guide identifies four 

situations that represent the current consensus within the community of communication scholars 

about acceptable practices for the fair use of copyrighted materials.”  

www.icahdq.org/pubs/reports/fairuse.pdf 

 

The desire is to have endorsement of CCA member associations and a request for resolution in 

associations to inform members.  

 

***ACTION ITEM: Post on CCA website. Information on the resolution. 

 

Most academicians know about fair use but the issue is bloggers and journalists. How can we get 

this in the hands of those who use research for their purposes—difficult to trace.  

 

http://www.icahdq.org/pubs/reports/fairuse.pdf


***ACTION ITEM:  Project for writing up white paper – make a request to Pat****  (issues 

about creative endeavors) 

 

Updates on: The NRC Doctoral Survey, ISI Rankings, the Task Force on Humanities 

Quality Indicators – Patrice Buzzanell (also on behalf of Linda Putnam) 

  

 

ISI 

Note--- CCA website contains most recent listing of 60: 

http://communicationassociations.wordpress.com/isi/isi-comm-journals/ 

In addition, cross listed journals are on the website. 

Procedures for ISI and committee work were discussed.   

Have we done an empirical study on our impact factors? ***** 

Low impact factors are detrimental because they are so low.  Editors can modify impact factors 

drastically.  Special issues are beneficial but also limit scholarship. Specific training for new 

editors is something associations should consider. Getting journals recognized elsewhere 

(American Political Society) Numbers of journals with publishers launching new journals.  

Google Scholar—Need to be listed. 

Social science journals for ISI.  Humanities listings. 

 

Is there a disciplinary limit? 

 

***ACTION ITEM: Associations report on ISI journal impact trends.   

***ACTION ITEM:  Task Force spread sheet available prior to the March 5, 2012 meeting. 

 

Thanks Committee Members:   

 Linda Putnam, Chair, University of California, Santa Barbara 

 NCA—Michael Roloff, Northwestern University 

 ICA—NOT Bob Craig, U. of Colorado—Chuck Salmon, MSU 

 AEJMC—Linda Steiner, University of Maryland 

 BEA—Rebecca Lind, University of Illinois, Chicago 

 ABC—Kim Campbell, University of Alabama 

 AJHA—Fred Blevens, Florida International U. 

 

There is not much to add except that a few new journals have been added, as well as a formed a 

committee.  The committee has not started processing nominations yet and it will get this moving 

this fall. 

 

They have performed a preliminary evaluation of the Journal of Interactive Advertising. While 

they look favorably on the journal’s content, the journal is not producing sufficient articles and 

the citation activity for the editorial board and authors is low. Since they cannot accept the 

journal for coverage now, Linda proposes to keep the evaluation open until the end of March 

2012. This will allow us to further monitor the journal. The alternative is to reject the journal 

now, and begin the evaluation process anew in three years. 

 

INSERT NOTE: 

The editorial policy for the Journal of International and Intercultural Communication 

has changed in 2011. We prefer to see the effects of the new policy before making a 

decision, so we will keep the evaluation open for another year. 

 

If you have any additional questions, please contact me. 

http://communicationassociations.wordpress.com/isi/isi-comm-journals/


 

Best regards, 

Anne-Marie Hinds,Editor 

Thomson Reuters 

Phone: +1 215 823 3988 

annemarie.hinds@thomsonreuters.com | thomsonreuters.com 

 

NRC 

The latest on NRC is that BOTH Charlotte Kuh and Jim Voytuk have retired.  Charlotte retired 

in June and Jim retires as of tomorrow--Sept. 10.  After numerous emails and telephone calls, 

Linda finally reached Peter Henderson, the new director.  They discussed the request that we 

made in November 2010 and Linda forwarded emails with our request for data to him, and 

copied Jim Voytuk.  He is talking with Jim tomorrow and will let us know if there is any chance 

that we can get the data.  Linda was not surprised about the retirements, but frustrated we didn’t 

hear a word from NRC. 

 

Care about reporting etc. 

Need to make arguments and comparisons between institutions and data base in the flawed data 

set and reporting—individual programs comparison.  Linda stressed the importance of having 

been involved with NRC to Patrice. 

 

 

NCA's Grants Database – Betsy Bach 

Betsy asked to have a link on the CCA website for association members to access.  NCA has a 

desire to have other Associations’ members.   The database will eventually be searchable and 

they are looking for ways for people can link together.  It’s an excel file.  

NCA funding 101 - Experts database 

Prior Discussions -- Postdoc Education, numbers, etc. 

 

 

Association Updates 

AJHA -- Fred Blevens told CCA that AJHA elections are done on site at annual meetings. They 

set up an electronic voting for 30 minutes via Survey Monkey. 350 members and 150 members 

attend the meetings 

 

BCCA -- Barbara Hines discussed accreditation of Communications programs.  Most recent 

program is in Austin, Texas. “Hustin Tillison” (oldest HBCU in Texas). Funds from an Act.  

Next conference is in February at Norfolk State University, annual newspaper conference. 

 

AEJMC -- Linda Steiner reported on AEJMC plans for the 100
th

 anniversary celebration.  They 

will have CD for every attendee at the convention – 100 of the best articles from over the last 80 

years of publications.  They plan to have interactive discussions about most important ideas in 

mass communication over the last century.  Foods from 1912 (Oreos, Pez candies) will be served 

and they plan on buying books published in 1912, to give away.  The centennial celebration will 

continue for a year.  AEJMC is launching a campaign, $100 for 100 years, in an attempt to get 

every member to donate at least $100 - board members have donated in $200-500 range.  The 

fund will award a top book award, emerging scholars grant to fund research and get mentoring 

from a senior scholar.  They have seen exponential growth in the number of applicants every 

time this emerging scholar program has been in place. Third project would have to do with new 

media.  The faculty are funded by Scripps to go to organizations to learn how social media is 

used, and a report will be available afterwards. 

 

mailto:annemarie.hinds@thomsonreuters.com


ICA – Michael Haley & Cynthia Stohl report that ICA just open their opened the CFP for their 

convention in Phoenix.   The theme is: Communication and Community (within and outside) to 

celebrate community.   Their plans include a Native American pop artist as a plenary performer 

at the opening and the revenues will go to educational programs for Native Americans.  The Lost 

Boys of Sudan will be talking about integration into the local community.  Every division gets 

2.5 hour session to discuss bringing in people from community, doing mentoring sessions, etc. 

They plan to have a reception at the Heard Art Museum, which will include tequila tastings (9 

kinds of tequila.)   ICA just launched a new website and elections just opened.  ICA is creating 

the new position of Communication Director.  They received 79 applications and were able to 

narrow down the pool to 12, then a selection committee will meet with the final 3-4 candidates.  

 

NCA— Betsy Bach reports that NCA is gearing up its 98
th

 anniversary meeting.  NCA is trying 

to build a section on their website about data about our discipline – including: an updated list of 

doctoral programs, accredited undergrad institutions (689, not AEJ schools, but listed hybrids), 

funded scholars database, doing survey of department chairs (e.g., salary, teaching load).  Their 

job analysis from 2005-2010—from 2008-2009, job postings dropped by almost half.  NCA 

finished producing an hour long video on how to get grant funding in communication—public 

and private institutions etc.  There has been movement by health and human services to change 

the common rule for human subjects… social science committee. Response to HHS, change IRB, 

CITI, etc. Defers to FERPA and HIPPA, not appropriate for gathering data but were designed for 

student and health privacy.  (***Betsy will send website to Patrice and Heather)  Changes will 

make a lot more social science exempt; some consider it to be more restrictive. 

 

BEA – Heather Birks and Greg Newton report that their conference is “always in April, always 

in Vegas.”  For the first time in 2011, it was totally co-located with NAB with reciprocal 

registration.  BEA held its first faculty seminar at Warner Brothers Media Lab in Burbank. The 

BEA2012 calls for papers and programs submissions in September 15th.  They are working with 

NAB and several colleges/universities on producing a video on broadcasters’ aid to their 

communities during natural disasters – specifically the spring tornados in Joplin and Tuscaloosa. 

In 2012 JOBEM will have an open access edition on social media—special edition.  They are 

working with several organizations – like Promax/bda and SVG – to partner and promote 

member benefits.  

 

ABC— Jim Dubinsky, ABC’s new executive director, reports that the association’s 76
th

 

anniversary coming up in Montreal in mid-October 2011. First time outside of continental US 

since 1993, which fits within strategic plan to internationalize membership.  They hope to have 

annual outside-US conference very 5 years with 20% non-US membership.  ABC has 750 

members with 9 regions and regional VPs and has begun to revitalize and support newer scholars 

(grad students and new faculty).   Currently, they have a dormant 501c3 association that has been 

revitalized for this purpose. May be different figures for members than what was presented in the 

March 2011 meeting.  ABC published 75
th

 anniversary booklet a year ago and they have a new 

website. 

 

ABComS—Concetta Seminara, Taylor & Francis 

The ABComS idea has been germinating since 2008 – the idea is an online database of 

bibliographic information in all forms in communication.  ABComS would be selective and 

annotated by communication scholars.  Taylor & Francis has a successful literature database on 

which ABComS would be modeled. 

 

Since they are updating the structure, T&F would like to have names for six (6) area editors, one 

from most member associations. Rising stars, looking for challenging projects …and the plan is 

to launch it in 2014. 



 

The projects would possess a time commitment like the editor of journal, with a steady flow of 

submissions.  T&F would like to begin with 500 annotations, from wide areas of discipline.  

Each term would be for about 3 years and one thought is that networked scholars could farm out 

to people.  They would be interested in international as well as US-based editors since the plan is 

to cover journals outside of the U.S. as well.  Stipends for support would possibly be in the $3-

6,000 range and editors could hire their research assistants out of the stipend. 

 

These six (6) editors would determine what is included, and would be assigned to graduate 

student, to do some of the heavy editing load.  An in-house team of copyeditors and other 

production personnel would come from Routledge.  A preliminary list will be discussed prior to 

Thanksgiving.  Heather and Patrice will meet with Concetta and Kath with preliminary list.  

Discussion— This would be a clear add-on because of no course reductions anticipated.  Perhaps 

editors should not be rising stars, but those who are at the close of their academic careers, grad 

students, etc.  Regarding those who are retiring, this could count for post-tenure reviews. 

Brainstorming of possible names:  

Cliff Christians | Mark Knapp | Dennis McQuail | Linda Beamer—UNITEC | David Zarefsky | 

Ito | Nobiki Honna | Joseph Chan | Jennings Bryant 

Other Association issues—editorial control is in the hands of the editors, international 

scholarship, citations will be increased and will be included in ABComS, and editors would be 

gatekeepers.  

CCA members discussed calling the collective of editors an Advisory Board, with rotations and 

changes in composition.  Responsibility for names and inclusionary nature is CCA. Contract for 

advisory board members can be with the editors individually.  Perhaps consulting or royalty 

contract of some sort. There will be an online database for institutions with a sliding scale. 

 

New Business 

Election of 2012 CCA Chair and Vice-Chair 

Linda Steiner, AEJMC, is elected as Chair. 

Fred Blevens, AJHA, is elected Vice-Chair. 

         

Adjourn at 3:00 pm    
 


